27 January 2021

Hon Andrew Little MP, Minister of Health

Hon Dr. Ayesha Verrall MP FRACP, Associate Minister of Health
Parliament Buildings

Wellington

Dear Hon Andrew Little MP and Hon Dr. Ayesha Verrall MP FRACP
Please Deliver for Dementia

Minister, our country has a dementia crisis. The numbers with dementia are
set to double by 2040. The numbers for Maori, Pasifika, and Asian people are
set to triple.

It is not just older people. Dementia is an urgent issue for current and future
generations. It affects individuals, families / whanau, and communities across
Aotearoa New Zealand. It puts unsustainable demands on our health system.
The social and economic impacts of dementia are escalating.

As we write, people with dementia are missing out on the vital services that
they need. Existing services struggle to provide support. Other, much-needed,
services don’t exist at all. The health system doesn’t seem to have any strategy
to deal with the rapidly rising numbers.

We know your Government has ‘committed support’ for New Zealand’s
Dementia Mate Wareware Action Plan.!

We know the Plan will help us all deal with the Dementia Challenge facing New
Zealand —it provides for the vital services and support systems people urgently
need.

1 The authors of the Dementia Mate Wareware Action Plan are: Mate Wareware Advisory RopQ; Alzheimers
NZ; New Zealand Dementia Foundation; Dementia New Zealand. Click here to read the Dementia Mate

Wareware Action Plan



https://cdn.alzheimers.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Dementia-Mateware-Action-Plan.pdf
https://cdn.alzheimers.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Dementia-Mateware-Action-Plan.pdf

The many thousands of New Zealanders living with dementia now, and the

many, many thousands more yet to be diagnosed, must be able to get help

without overburdening the health system.

We strongly encourage your Government to deliver for dementia and:

e implement the Dementia Mate Wareware Action Plan
e fund it in Budget 2022
e make 2023 the ‘Year of Delivery for Dementia’

We are relying on you. Thank you.
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Sheilena
Amy
Stephanie
Rebecca
Mary
Lucy
Stanley
Fiona

Liz
Tammy
Tracy

Jill
Navina
Jodie

Woolley
Matulino
Murden
Matafeo
Bottema
Nga
O’Donnell
Young
Mata
Ford
Dunn
Warren
Harkess
Hancock
Broom
Harris
Robinson
Kaur
Harry
Guest
Brixton
Rose
Roberts
Elliott
Tanenui
Zariff
Benge
Anderton
Dawai
Armstrong
Ruth
Reading
McDonnell
Silcock
Wearne
Salmond
Gripp
Reid

Hall
Ritchie
Drain
Mskin
Woodward
Drew
Wrill
Schorn

Lynette

Tagaloa Sonny

Gwenyth
L

Tracy
Sally
Patricia
Darryn
Sara
Polly
Linda
Barbara
Kate
Julie
Catherine
Maria
Donna
Kirsty
Ba
Dianne
Anna
Samantha
Marjory
Richard
Marcene
Anna
Charlie
Paul
Jane
Victoria
Megan
Tina
Megan
Martin
Lee
Helen
Joanne
Karen
Karlene
Jennifer
Jean
Noel
Tanya
Angela
Sereina
Elizabeth

Gous
Samuela
Mapu
McKay
Fairhall
Aloiai
Hamilton-Hill
Hickling
Wells
Stringer
Warren
Kotua
Mackenzie
Prout
Meredith
Gibson
Jamieson
Hewitt
Sigola
Hamilton
Childs
Hutchings
Marks
White
Weir

Faid
Sodergard
Corliss
O’Rourke
Nealie
Ede
Grindley
Russell
Kumeroa
Burgess
Andrew
Neill
White
Batchelor
Winter
Merrilees
Robertson
Sosinko
Lidgard
Hay-Wright
Petrie
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Kerry
Polly
Linda
Claire
Orourke
Bridget
Louise
Carol
Rosanne
Beverley
Anne

Jill
Helen
Bruce
Gaye
Pete
Bridget
Melissa
Maureen
Bex
Jackie
Kathleen
June Melva
Lisa
Linda
Corrina
Andy
Tania
Helen
David
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Paola
Michele
Gayle
Malcolm
Jane
Monique
Joanne
Donna
Jane
Gillian
Dolly
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Helen
Donette
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Devine
Kameta
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Karen
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Houghton
Warwood
Jeffery
Mitchell
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Smith
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Kelly
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Simpson
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Wilson
Pryor
Smith
Koroheke
Keesing
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Reid
Hornell
Mears
Matthews
Howey
Sherar
Nix
Tunua
Pattison
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Graham
Taylor
Haddon
Hood
Hunt
Wilson-Fouracre
Carter
Varden-Chambers
Blanche
Linssen
Zwartz
Jensen

Jennifer
Greg
Sharyn
Marylou
Mike
Sarah
Laetitia
Delwyn
Alison
Carolyn
Anita
Justine
Toni
Diane
Sandra
Brian
Julie
Robyn
Martin
Laura
Merrin
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Carol
John
Susan
Lynne
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Michelle
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Adele
Donna
Theresa
Ron
Sheryll
Cathy
Klaas
Carole
Jenny
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Arnold
Taylor
Elliot
McKeown
Cunningham
Olivier
Frost
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Synnott
Charman
Blair
Nimmo-Walker
Clark
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Francis
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Peni
Baxter
Jeffares
Donald
Daley
Grant
Moody
Toner
McKenzie
De Sousa
Lewis
Narayan
Jones
Brown
Moors
Parry
Johnson
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